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Abstract: Ecological linguistics studies the relation between language and ecology. Considering different research objects and
theoretical perspectives, two paradigms have been developed: the study of language as an ecological entity and of ecological values
in language. The former connects the survival, development and extinction of a language system with that of an ecosystem; the latter
focuses on the ecological ethical values embedded in the language system. It also explores the internal structure of the language
system in terms of ecological values. These two paradigms provide us with a new perspective to study the interaction between
language and human beings, and the relation between human beings and the ecological system.
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