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Abstract: All things that can express meaning are symbols. Human beings are things of thinking, which will form consciousness
to nature and society, and meaning is interpreted from symbols by human beings through hierarchical thinking activities such as
consciousness. Symbols help human beings re understand the world. In the exploration of symbols, the composition of signifier and
signified in Saussure’s “Semiotics” theory is arbitrary, which is different from the rationale and convention formed by the three-
part structure of representation, object and interpretation of symbols in Pierce’s “Semiotics”. Therefore, it is necessary to explore the
research fields, scope, objects of the two theoretical systems and the composition, relations and principles of the symbols involved,
clarify the similarities and differences between them, and find out the root causes and manifestations of this difference, so as to

provide help for the follow-up research and application of symbols.
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