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Design of Reading Entire English Books Assignments for Rural Senior High Schools based on
the Cultivation of Core Competence

—Taking Crossing the Australian Desert as an Example
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Abstract: This paper first analyses the significance role reading entire English books plays in cultivating students’ core competence
in English course. Based on practice in senior high school,the author then takes the novel Crossing the Australian Desert as an
example to explore and illustrate how to design English assignments focusing on training studnets’ linguist competence, cultural

awareness, thinking quality and learning ability.
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Description in the simplified version

Description in the original version

That evening,Eddie took Robyn away
from the route she had planned,because he
had been born in this country and knew it
very well.For a week they walked through
the country,and,when they camped at
night,Eddie told her many stories about the

Aborigines and their customs.

We left the track that evening--Eddie had decided to take me through his
country. For a week we wandered through that land. He told me myths and
stories over and over at night when we camped. He knew every particle of
that country as well as he knew his own body. He was at home in it totally.
Time melted—-became meaningless. | don’t think | have ever felt so good in
my entire life. He made me notice things | had not noticed before--noises,
tracks.
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