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Empirical Research of the Impact of Demographic Characteristics of Local Officials on Fiscal
Educational Expenditure

Taking Prefecture-level Officials in Guangdong Province, China, for Example
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Abstract: The importance of education in achieving the sustainable development has been widely discussed and paid much
attention by the central government. However, the growth rate of local education expenditure lags far behind the speed of economic
growth. This study aims to explore the factors contributing to this issue by collecting city-level panel data of 2006—2016 years
in Guangdong and then analyzing demographic characteristics of local officials. The research indicates that fiscal educational
expenditure is related to local officials’ educational background, native place and illegal activity, which is valuable for official

selection mechanism and promoting educational development.
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